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Books (new or forthcoming)
Amedeo, D., Golledge, R. G., & Stimson, R. J. (2008). Person-environment-behavior research: Investigating activities and experiences in spaces and environments. New York: Guilford. (ISBN: 978-1-59385-870-4 – Publisher's website: http://www.guilford.com/ – For more information contact Douglas Amedeo <damedeo@unlnotes.unl.edu>)
Content

Research into spatial influences on people's everyday activities and experiences presents many conceptual and methodological complexities. Written by leading authorities, this book provides a comprehensive framework for collecting and analyzing reliable person–environment–behavior data in real-world settings that rarely match the controlled conditions described in typical texts. An array of research designs are illustrated in chapter-length examples addressing such compelling issues as spatial patterns of voting behavior, ways in which disabilities affect people's travel and wayfinding, how natural and built environments evoke emotional responses, spatial factors in elementary teaching and learning, and more. A special chapter guides the student or beginning researcher to craft a successful research proposal.
Gifford, R. (2007). Environmental psychology: Principles and practice (4th ed.). (ISBN: 978-0-96885-431-0 – Publisher's website: http://www.optimalenvironments.com/ – For more information contact Robert Gifford <rgifford@uvic.ca>)

Content

The classic textbook on environmental psychology.

Chapter 1: The Nature and Scope of Environmental Psychology

Chapter 2: Environmental Perception and Cognition

Chapter 3: Environmental Attitudes, Appraisals, and Assessments

Chapter 4: Personality and Environment

Chapter 5: Personal Space

Chapter 6: Territoriality

Chapter 7: Crowding

Chapter 8: Privacy

Chapter 9: Residential Environmental Psychology

Chapter 10: Urban Environmental Psychology

Chapter 11: Educational Environmental Psychology

Chapter 12: Workplace Environmental Psychology

Chapter 13: Natural Environmental Psychology

Chapter 14: Sustainability: Managing Limited Resources

Chapter 15: Designing More Habitable Environments

Epilog: Utopia Versus Entopia
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Verhoef, E., Bliemer, M., Steg, L., & Van Wee, B. (Eds.) (2008). Pricing in road transport: A multi-disciplinary perspective. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar. (ISBN: 978-1-84542-860-0 – Publisher's website: http://www.e-elgar.co.uk/ – For more information contact Linda Steg <E.M.Steg@rug.nl>)
Content

Transport pricing is high on the political agenda throughout the world, but governments seeking to implement this often face challenging questions and significant barriers. The associated policy and research questions are not always addressed adequately from a mono-disciplinary perspective. This book shows how a multi-disciplinary approach may lead to new types of analysis and insights, contributing to a better understanding of the ins and outs of transport pricing and therewith, eventually, potentially to a more effective and acceptable design of such policies. The book addresses important policy and research themes such as the possible motives for introducing road transport pricing and potential conflicts between these motives, behavioral responses in transport pricing for households and firms, the modeling of transport pricing, and the acceptability of transport pricing.
Walden, R. (2008). Architekturpsychologie: Schule, Hochschule und Bürogebäude der Zukunft [Architectural psychology: School, university and office buildings of the future]. Lengerich, Germany: Pabst. (ISBN: 978-3-89967-426-2 – Publisher's website: http://www.psychologie-aktuell.com/ – For more information contact Rotraut Walden <walden@uni-koblenz.de>)
Content

People generally like to have "control" over their environments. This need is expressed through personal design of architecture and personal regulation of external stress factors. For this reason, the concept of control over the environment has been applied as a central criterion for three case studies of all grade school (Waldorf School, Cologne), university (University of Koblenz) and office (Post Tower, Bonn) buildings. Firstly, a monograph of psychological studies of innovative buildings modeled after the International Performance Evaluation has been described in German. The "Koblenz Architecture Questionnaire" is used as an instrument for evaluating the three structural environments examined in this study.
Up to 21 psychological criteria for a building's success are applied to each structure. The goal of all three studies is, above all, to be able to generate suggestions for improvements when renovating and constructing new buildings. The two most central questions are: Is there a difference between a User-Needs Analysis evaluation of the building "at present" and an evaluation of "importance for the future?" Do architectural elements impact performance criteria? In the studies, three mapping sentences following the facet approach and two schemes for judging the quality of educational and office buildings have been developed. In the three studies, there are highly significant correlations between the most important performance criteria. These criteria reveal how targeted improvements made to specific aspects of environment can positively enhance user control over the environment, feeling of wellbeing and, subsequently, performance.
The target reader for this book is someone who would like a general understanding of how buildings can be improved from a psychological standpoint as well as what aspects of design are found in forward-looking buildings. Physical environment not only influences peoples' experience and behavior but it can also enhance performance in learning and work. What aspects of environment are responsible? Which methods of evaluation help identify these aspects? The role of real estate developers and contractors of schools, university campuses, representative office building and prize-winning administration buildings are considered along with the work of psychologists, architects, planers, and sociologists.
Book Chapters (new or forthcoming)
Döring, T., Eckensberger, L. H., Huppert, A., & Breit, H. (in press). Risk management and morality in agriculture: Conventional and organic farming in a German region. In M. J. Casimir (Eds.), Culture and the changing environment. Uncertainty, cognition, and risk management in cross-cultural perspective (pp.79-107). New York: Berghahn. (ISBN 978-1-57181-478-4 – Publisher's website: http://www.berghahnbooks.com/)
García-Mira, R., García-González, C., & Barreiro, X. L. (in press). The social perception of the 2006 forest fires in the northwest region of Spain: Information, trust, education and participation. In Karl H. Kiefer (Ed.), Applied psychology research trends (pp. 55-82). London: Nova Science. (ISBN 1-60456-372-6 – Publisher's website: https://www.novapublishers.com/)
Content
A social approach to the study of fires is very necessary in the design and implementation of natural environment and forest programs and policies. Forest fires, and the risk they generate to the ecosystem and to human beings, are not only technical problems that can be solved solely by technical experts and the evaluation they make; they also involve environmental understanding, active commitment of citizens and their participation in land management.

The dramatic situation that was the result of the Galician forest fires, in the summer of 2006, revealed the weakness of this region's ecosystem when exposed to one of the most serious risks affecting this community. Also, it made visible the fact that a complex problem – one that has many causes, among which the most important are perceived to be the intentional and irresponsible actions of people - requires multidimensional strategies.

This chapter analyses the subjective perception that the citizens have of the forests fires, and tries to contribute to the development and improvement of efficient public policies in the fight against fires. The necessity to integrate technical and objective criteria, along with the more subjective ones, in the analysis of fires is discussed; also, the reader is provided with an analysis of the social representations of fires, which contain key information for evaluations related to the decision-making process.

Thompson, W. J. (2007). Zeit, Geist and Sein. In E. Edgerton & O. Romice (Eds), Environmental psychology: Putting research into practice (pp.139-148). Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars. (ISBN 978-1-84718-218-0 – Publisher's website: http://www.c-s-p.org/)
Content

Zeit, Geist and Sein, loosely translated as Time, Spirit and Being, are deconstructed from titles in philosophical works that help in our interpretation of matters connected to environmental design. Their relevance was difficult to discern at a time when people attended to their own spaces in their own time, but the inclusion of new users and thus new makers of environmental relationships has given rise to interpretations that appear as new needs for thinking and living. It is therefore appropriate for practicing environmental designers to understand not only that history and identity exist but also how they come into being. Hence we need a phenomenological approach that is hermeneutic and interpretive in its understanding rather than foundational. Only then can we understand what we must do to design for a multicultural background rather than pay attention to ways of making space homogenous for one dominant culture. The conclusion is that perhaps we need a new way of understanding culture, a way that allows us to experiment with social actions in order to widen access to beneficial experiences that exist in most cultures some of the time and some cultures most of the time.
Tobias, R., & Mosler, H.-J. (2008). Exploring the effects of campaigning strategies for the organization of collective action using empirical data. In B. Edmonds, K. G. Troitzsch, & C. Hernándes Iglesias (Eds.), Social simulation: Technologies, advances, and new discoveries (pp. 239-251). Hershey, PA: Information Science Reference. (ISBN 978-1-59904-522-1 – Publisher's website: http://www.igi-pub.com/)
Content

In a collective action, people act together with the intention of producing public goods. Public, or collective, goods are states or objects that benefit the many but only emerge if a sufficient number of persons make contributions. The present study explains the dynamics of participation in collective action campaigns by considering the interaction of different processes. With the resulting model it is possible to determine the optimal combination of diffusion measures for such a campaign. Before using the model for experimenting, we calibrate its parameters using data from a real world collective action. We find this to be a most important step in order to demonstrate that the model can be grounded empirically and to demonstrate the practical usefulness of simulation for consulting and design of real world processes. Finally, some "what if" scenarios reveal the model's power of explanation and prediction.

Dissertations

Abrahamse, W. (2007). Energy conservation through behavioral change: Examining the effectiveness of a tailor-made approach. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Groningen, Faculty of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Groningen, The Netherlands.

Content

Households constitute an important target group when it comes to encouraging energy conservation. This dissertation provides an overview of the effectiveness of interventions aimed at encouraging households to reduce their energy use through behavioral changes. It also provides more insight into the factors related to household energy use and conservation. Tailored interventions in particular appear to be effective in reducing energy consumption. In a field experiment, households were given tailored information about energy saving measures they could apply. They were asked to try and save 5% energy and an interactive website indicated how much energy they could save with each measure to attain that goal. Households also received feedback about their energy savings. Households who received the combination of tailored information, goal setting and tailored feedback via the Internet saved 5%, while households in a control group used more energy. Households in the experimental group had adopted more energy-saving measures and had more knowledge of energy conservation, compared to the control group. Household energy consumption appeared to be mainly related to socio-demographic variables, such as income and household size. Energy savings appeared to be mainly related to individual factors like perceived behavioral control. If the aim is to encourage households to adopt more sustainable lifestyles, it is important to provide them with more insight into which energy saving options are most effective for them to conserve energy. In view of the annual energy reduction targets set by the Dutch government, a tailor-made approach via the Internet can be in important step in that direction. 
De Groot, J. I. M. (2008). Mean or green? Value orientations, morality, and prosocial behavior. Unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Groningen, Faculty of Behavioral and Social Sciences, Groningen, The Netherlands.
Content

In this thesis, I examined how values are related to environmental behavior. Generally, two types of values seem important: egoistic and altruistic values. Egoistic values stress the importance of benefiting yourself when acting proenvironmentally. Altruistic values emphasize that individuals are motivated to act proenvironmentally to benefit others. Various scholars suggested that a third, "biospheric", value orientation is relevant when explaining environmental behavior. People with a biospheric value orientation will mainly base their decision to act proenvironmentally or not on the perceived costs and benefits for the ecosystem and biosphere as a whole. In contrast to earlier studies, we found that biospheric and altruistic value orientations can be clearly distinguished.
Results of this thesis strongly suggest that people do not act proenvironmentally solely on the basis of egoistic value orientations. Both altruistic and especially biospheric value orientations are important as well. Furthermore, the three value orientations were strongly directly as well as indirectly related to moral considerations and environmental behaviors. People who are egoistically oriented experience weak moral obligations to act proenvironmentally, resulting in weak proenvironmental intentions and behavior. In contrast, people who strongly value other people and the environment show strong moral obligations to act proenvironmentally which supports acting proenvironmentally. Results of this thesis suggest that people do not act proenvironmentally solely on the basis of egoistic values. Both altruistic and biospheric values are important as well when explaining these types of behaviors. Therefore, in order to reach stable "green" behavior, interventions must not only be based on calculated utility, but also on morality.

Dziekan, K. (2008). Ease-of-use in public transportation: A user perspective on information and orientation aspects. Unpublished doctoral dissertation in Traffic and Transport Planning, Infrastructure and Planning [TRITA-TEC-PHD 08-001], Royal Institute of Technology Stockholm, Sweden. (Available at http://www.diva-portal.org/kth/theses/abstract.xsql?dbid=4696 or from Katrin Dziekan at katrin@infra.kth.se)
Content
This interdisciplinary thesis combines psychological and transportation planning knowledge. Three main questions are investigated. 1) What concepts and ideas do people have with regard to a public transportation system (cognitive user perspective)? 2) What orientation and information factors within the public transportation system enhance Ease-of-Use and make it simpler and more efficient to use public transport in metropolitan areas? 3) How can Ease-of-Use of a public transportation route be measured?

A combination of qualitative and quantitative methods was used. Between 2002 and 2007 a total of nine different studies were conducted: An in-depth study on a single exchange student, an interviews study with exchange students, a questionnaire study on exchange students, a before-after interview study with travellers on selected bus stops, an before-after telephone interview study on residents, an expert questionnaire study via email, a behaviour observation study on travellers, a before-after questionnaire study on travellers on a tram line, and an on-board questionnaire study.
To analyse the cognitive user perspective the term memory representation was introduced, that includes cognitive maps of and additional knowledge about a public transportation system such as service frequency. Memory representation is influenced by experience. Three learning phases in an unknown public transportation system are proposed and a general information search script is described. A new approach is presented regarding the organisation of public transportation knowledge: The ground level is that there exists a public transportation option, the next level is the identification of the mode of transport and at the highest level of the hierarchy is the code for the line. Within the second level, the public transportation mode, a hierarchical structure of public transportation option knowledge is proposed. Three factors are postulated that contribute to the extent to which a line is represented in people’s memory: visibility, straight route layout and labeling.
Which orientation and information factors within the public transportation system enhance Ease-of-Use, i.e. match the cognitive user perspective? It was found that trunk bus lines enhanced Ease-of-Use and at-stop real-time information can have various positive effects. The role of good maps is explained and stretched and the importance of consistent information throughout the travel chain is also pointed out. In addition, many valuable concrete hints are given with regard to how to match the system properly with the cognitive user perspective.
Undoubtedly, an interaction exists between system and user and they influence each other. This is where the third research question comes in: How can Ease-of-Use in public transportation systems be measured? The iterative process of defining and measuring Ease-of-Use resulted in a scale that measured the defined concept well with good reliability and validity.
The final discussion highlights the contribution to science of this thesis and presents some possible paths for further research. The thesis consists of a summary and eight papers.
Walden, R. (2006). Zu den Auswirkungen von Architektur auf Leistung, Wohlbefinden und Umweltkontrolle. Drei Studien zu Schule, Hochschule und zum Bürogebäude "der Zukunft" [The effect of architecture on work efficiency, well-being and environmental control. Three studies of a school, a university campus and an office building "of the future"]. Unpublished professorial dissertation, University of Koblenz-Landau, Koblenz, Germany.
Content

The need for display of self in architecture and for users' self-regulation of stress factors, which demonstrate that users crave individual control of their environment (cf. Flammer, 1990; Burger, 1992) motivated this study to use the concept of environmental control as a central criterion for the evaluation of built environment. It was applied to three case studies: a school, a university campus, and an office building. Advantages and disadvantages of the data-gathering methods of architectural Programming, User-Needs Analysis, and Post-Occupancy Evaluation were analyzed to highlight their significance in terms of Building Performance Evaluation as described by Preiser and Schramm (1997, 2005). The "Koblenz Architecture Questionnaire" was used as an instrument for assessing the built environment of the three case studies, and the study reports selected findings from these surveys. The investigation seeks to determine the effect of architecture - especially buildings' provisions for user control of environmental conditions - on user performance (cf. BOSTI studies, 1984, 2001) in three innovative buildings: the Waldorf School in Cologne, the new campus for the University in Koblenz, and the Office Tower of the Deutsche Post World Net AG in Bonn. Performance is measured in terms of (1) learning and work efficiency, (2) well-being, (3) environmental control, (4) social behavior (the latter just for the school project), and by means of 21 and 16 additional psychological criteria for success of the organization in the cases of the university and the office building, respectively. The study aims, among other things, at reassessing the theoretical concept of 'environmental control' and at making recommendations for both improvement of existing buildings and the design of new projects. Two central questions are: In User-Needs Analysis, what is the difference between the assessment of a building for its current use and its estimated performance in the future? Do certain architectural features influence user assessments on the given performance criteria? In the studies, three mapping sentences were developed according to the 'facet approach' (Borg, 1996) as well as two systems to judge the quality of school and office buildings. Using these systems, information was obtained in all three studies to construct questionnaires. In the school study, teachers were asked 139 questions, pupils 86 questions. Responses were obtained from 26 teachers and 122 pupils. For the university, 147 students and 28 faculty members responded to 203 questions. For the office building, 56 student-experts were asked 254 questions. Characteristics of the built environment were rated using the following scale: +2 (very good "at present", and accordingly very important "in the future") down to –2 (very bad "at present", and very unimportant "in the future"). A general finding was a high and significant correlation between the responses for the three main performance criteria in all three case studies, especially for the 'importance for the future' aspect. This supports the conclusion that a perception of higher degree of environmental control by users will lead to an increased sense of well-being and consequently, there will also be a higher expectation of improved work or learning efficiency 'in the future'. The three studies further show for example that users in all three environments desire 'retreat opportunities' which may take the form of student offices in schools, niches and small group seating in classrooms, and sheltered seating in outdoor areas and work tables in the cafeteria for the university. For the offices, users wanted more visual privacy (less transparent office partitions in Combi Offices) for less visual control of their activities by supervisors and co-workers. The relationships found by the studies between the responses on the central performance criteria and the spatial characteristics of the three buildings support the contention that focused improvements in the built environment, especially with respect to features that enhance user control of environmental conditions, will influence users' well-being as well as work performance and work or learning efficiency in a positive way.
Proceedings of meetings & Technical research reports (new or forthcoming)
Domínguez, P. (2008). A deeply Moroccan art of Gardening: The mountain Agdal. Proceedings of the 6th Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities, Honolulu, HI, 2404-2411.
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