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A template for the YRW abstract – more comments see below
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My abstract 
is based on my MA thesis / PhD dissertation [please indicate which]

My major field
Architecture; (Environmental) Psychology; Planning; etc. [please specify]

My specific topic
sustainability; POE; restorative environments; etc. [please be specific]
My major concerns
1) Where / how to find a conceptual framework


2) How to organize data collection


3) What to do with my findings
[Please mention up to three concerns]
Navigating the unknown: From way finding to post ouvre evaluation

Abstract submitted to YRW IAPS 2012

Joe Hopeful

Introduction

Overall research problem: Einstein is said to have observed that if you know the outcome, it would not be called research. At the same time, my advisor has provided me with a research topic for my dissertation and appears to have some firm expectations regarding the outcome of my research. How can these two positions be reconciled?
Specific research question: How to prepare an abstract for the Young Researchers Workshop. I hope that I will come away from this workshop with some new insights.

Theoretical background: There are countless guidebooks and manuals that pretend to teach a novice researcher, as well as orient those which experience, how to go about their research. What all these text have in common is hints on structure, research ”grammar”, where to place tables, figures and references, and how to deal with journal editors. But what is the essence of research?
Method 

Context: Together with other young researchers, we will exchange experiences, ideas and approaches to dealing with the overall research problem mentioned above.

Participants: Small groups of approximately four to six young researchers. Depending on the availability, there will be 8 to 10 small groups.
Instruments: Both audio and video recording equipment.
Procedure: Participants will have circulated their extended research proposal before the workshop. Thus not much time will have to be spent with introductions and presentations. Group dynamic techniques aimed at getting a lively discussion going may be used.

Data analysis strategies: Given the free flow nature of the event, I expect to use qualitative data analysis software such as MaxQDA to process the protocols of the sessions.
Results

True to the initial observation attributed to Einstein, there are no clear expectations about the results. At the same time, I do hope to find indications that participants take away inspirations for their research and start building transnational networks in their particular field of interest.
Discussion
As to possible theoretical and practical implications of the results of this workshop, I hope to analyse the results in terms of Kurt Lewin’s observation that there is nothing more practical than a good theory. However, to do so will mean that the workshop outcomes will induce and inspire me to formulate a theory of student – advisor interactions.
Keywords
Pleasure & suffering; liberty & structure; faculty pride; student prejudice
------------ End of the Abstract ----------------
Some additional helpful hints for preparing the abstract
In preparing your own abstract, please follow the structure presented above, beginning with your name and address all the way to the key words. We left this text as a text-processing file, so that you may use this file as a template for your own abstract. 
As a strategy for preparing the abstract, you may consider writing, initially, one sentence for each of the items above. If your text has less than 3600 characters, add a second sentence for each of the topics; if your text has more than 3600 characters, start rephrasing. The above example, from the first word “Introduction” to the last word “interactions” consists of 371 words or 2342 characters with spaces. Thus, this sample abstract could have provided more detail. 
Submit your abstract as a .doc, .docx or a .pdf file attached to an e-mail to Prof. Dr. Petra Schweizer-Ries at iaps_yrw@fg-upsy.com. 
Please note that abstracts intended for the Young Researchers Workshop should be submitted separately from abstracts intended for any of the other IAPS Conference venues (i.e., papers, posters, etc.). 
For further information about the Young Researchers’ Workshop, please contact Prof. Dr. Petra Schweizer-Ries at iaps_yrw@fg-upsy.com.
